[Expert assessment of noise-induced hearing loss with special reference to differentiation between noise-induced damage and other degenerative diseases of the ear].
In patients with noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) who also suffer from other degenerative diseases of the ear, a medicolegal opinion must be based on detailed knowledge of the pathophysiology of Corti's organ and on audiometric findings. Only with this special knowledge is it possible to differentiate accurately between NIHL and other types of hearing loss. At the same time, interactions must be considered between endogenous dysfunctions of the hair cells and their sensitivity to overload by severe noise. On the other hand, the diagnosis of NIHL is not valid when there were uncertainties with respect to the type of hearing dysfunction or the risk of noise at the place of work. These difficulties also apply to the estimation of the individual disability from NIHL when associated with other types of hearing loss.